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TIARA WALTERS

That beach hasn’t been subjected to Blue
Flag criteria since April 1. u . "
weemmmnere | If@ aquatic choked by plastic
to Camps Bay if you haven’t monitored
it since then?
I think it’s an unfair observation to take a

green life

+Tiara Walters

day in October and to say it didn’t meet the C_VAN?ERUP
Blue Flag standards. It’s not expected to meet OMETHING has crept up on us in the . more gargantuan stews of plastic confetti
the Blue Flag standards outside the season. night — transformed our world have been discovered swirling in the South
So in winter the beach can be in a beyond our imaginings. It’s the stuff Atlantic and Indian Ocean gyres. And,
state and it doesn’t matter? of sci-fi, but plastic jettisoned on land, according to Francis, plastic confetti in the
I'm willing to bet no SA beaches outside of even hundreds of kilometres from the coast, North Atlantic gyre has been studied since
the peak holiday season ... we will find that has turned the earth’s oceans into a synthetic the 1980s, which means every single notable
the winter storms will have brought in litter soup — and it seems impossible to fix. gyre in the ocean is now being gagged by
from the sea. That’s the reality when the “Plastic dumped in the gutters, storm- plastic — including the South Pacific gyre,
beaches are not subjected to active water drains and rivers of Asia and North which the Algalita/s Gyres collaboration is
management by the municipality because America eventually finds its way to the planning to visit in March.
they cut back on resources during that period. Pacific, where salt water and sun photo- The Plastiki expedition, which was con-
That doesn't justify leaving the beach degrade it into tiny, even microscopic, flecks ceived by polar adventurer David de Roths-
in a state. Is the Blue Flag just a clever that are then picked up by the North Pacific child as a nod to the Kon-Tiki voyage of 1947,
marketing ploy? gyre, a swirling mass of ocean currents,” says set sail from California for Sydney in March to
No, Tiara. I think that’s an unfair comment. Marieta Francis, executive director of the raise awareness of the ocean’s garbage patch-
Why? Camps Bay was in a state. California-based Algalita Marine Research es. Their vessel was an 18m catamaran made
I am not the manager of Camps Bay beach. Foundation, which brought the phenomenon entirely from recycled plastic, including
I can only look at the four months of the year to the world’s attention in 1997. 12 000 recycled plastic bottles.
On the day C amp S Bay was awal'ded a when it is running Blue Flag. The “It’s called the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, “This stuff is ubiquitous — plastic has be-
municipality that has received the Blue Flag, but it’s not a massive trash heap floating in come as abundant as plankton,” says Plastiki
Blue Fla g the E CO MOle f()und a 1mMess it is their responsibility that, come the middle of the ocean; rather, billions of bits expedition director Matthew Grey. “For us the
? December 1, the conditions meet Blue Flag of plastic spread across the North Pacific — real story was the lack of wildlife in the open
requirements. although you will find bigger trash, too, like = . ocean. During the Kon-Tiki expedition, the
o ) And if they don't? plastic bucket§ apd fishing nets.” SLOW DEATH: A decomposed albatross crew had to bat sh_arks away. We didn’t see a

HE Blue Flag, a prestigious label that  outside the season (Cape Town’s Blue Flag On November 1 last year, when some of the Most descriptions compare the extent of 4 the Kure Atoll. a remote island single shark. We fished for two months and

recognises the world’s top eco season is between December and March). KZN beaches were given Blue Flag status, this patch to an area twice the size of Texas. e G Ha;Naii that has gorged caught three fish. It just felt like this barren

beaches, awarded Camps Bay Blue At 4.30pm on October 28 the beach (our) visit to the beach found major non- “But we’ve been studying this problem for itself on plastic bottl'e caps wasteland infiltrated by plastic.”

Flag status on a day it was covered was full of bathers and the only people compliance and the flag was taken away 11 years and we’re still not sure how large it is “The problem is much larger than anybody
with litter. Green Life asked the Wildlife and at the lifesavers’ station were dagga- immediately. — our trawlers have found plastic stretching ever realised,” Francis says. “This plastic is
Environment Society’s Alison Kelly, South smoking vagrants and their three- If you find then that Camps Bay is still from California all the way to the interna- small — pieces of smm or less — and is dis-
Africa’s Blue Flag programme manager: legged dog. Aren’t you embarrassed to not acceptable, will you withdraw its tional dateline — that is halfway to Japan. We “We want to show people that the problem  persed throughout the ocean, so trying to

How clean must a Blue Flag beach be? be associated with it, especially during Blue Flag status? haven’t gone any farther than that, but we’'re  contaminates their international waters,” clean it up is like sifting the Sahara with a
Very. the Blue Flag's 10th anniversary in SA? Say it was a problem with a really dirty pretty sure it’s everywhere,” says Francis. says 5Gyres co-founder Marcus Eriksen. little hand sifter.” There’s nothing for it, Fran-
But Camps Bay was covered in plastic, Not at all ... We're delighted with what’s beach, or very badly managed ablutions, the After completing the first transatlantic  “They can’t say, ‘That’s across the ocean, what  cis says — all we can do is stop more plastic
toilet paper and broken glass on happening on Camps Bay beach as we have flag would be taken away. study of marine plastic pollution in the south-  does that have to do with my country?’” from getting out there.
October 28 — the day the 27 new Blue improved the management of that beach @ Eco Mole verdict: xx ern hemisphere, researchers from Algalita and A lot, apparently. While the Great Pacific =~ TELL US: Should we stop buying single-
Flag beaches were being announced. because Blue Flag requires it. = $ .5 o ¥ To the Blue Flag programme for not the 5 Gyres Institute are due to arrive in Cape ~ Garbage Patch was discovered 13 years ago, use plastic items like bottled water?
(On the day of your visit) Camps Bay was When did you last monitor Camps : - - " - T inspecting Camps Bay before proclaiming it as Town from Rio de Janeiro in December. 2010 has been the red-letter year in whichtwo  E-mail tiara.greenlife@gmail.com
not required to meet Blue Flag status. It was Bay? RUBBISH: Broken glass, toilet paper. Camps Bay looking less than pristine on October 28 a “pristine white sandy beach”.
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La Pinta Lifestyle Village
is set in the tranquil West
Coast town of Langebaan,
just 120km north of Cape
Town. It offers every owner

the secure complex lifestyle 9 O O O

dreamed about for many years EP OSI i 0))\] PLOT

in a town surrounded by the
beauty and serenity of the Cape

West Coast. The complete development ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Buy direct from the Developer!
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comprises of 150 plots, each with a 076 709 4572 -
specific plan for a 2 or 3 bedroom house, 072 961 2790 CONTACT kE.TAILS
dependant on the choice of plot. ontact us now and find out how to secure your lifestyle with: . , / N,
- A minimum deposit of R 49 000 on the plot you choose i caza & §
EXCLUSIVITY CAN BE FOUND IN LA PINTA LIFESTYLE + 24 months delayed transfer For more detailed information, visit our website 2
VILLAGE - 7,5% fixed interest rate for 24 months wwWw.lapinta.co.za
- Choice of interior finishings -+ Building time applicable

Services for those in need
- Development for people of 55 and older

- Integrated Smart technology for safety, security, broadband MR Sy Hlons bol) _—
internet, DStv & telephony centre for
- Innovative provision for medical care by Elcare Community ﬂ 5 - Learn without limits. gﬂ[ﬂncrirg\llglltgptmraé?]ltng
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